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Community
Successes     Working our way toSuccess

The Michigan’s Great Southwest community is working our way to many successes. The
communities that comprise Michigan’s Great Southwest do an excellent job of working together to
improve the quality of life for all residents throughout the entire community. Some of those
collaborative successes include the following:

•  A growing housing market throughout

the entire region thanks to many new
residential developments

• Projects such as HOPE VI and Harbor
Town to improve the housing stock available

in the city of Benton Harbor. Over 300 new
homes will be constructed thanks to these projects.

• Continued revitalization of downtown Benton Harbor, thanks to the Benton Harbor

Arts District and other projects.

• Many new businesses are choosing to locate in the community, particularly retail operations

like Kohl’s and PetSmart!

• The communities played host to the 2005 Jimmy Carter
Work Project for Habitat for  Humanity Interna-
tional. It was a very successful build resulting in the construc-

tion of 25 new homes in the city of Benton Harbor.

• Successful past projects including the Edgewater
Redevelopment project have paved the way for future

growth in the community.

• Award winning schools are preparing area students for the future.

• A strong sense of Southwest Michigan volunteerism exists and supports area non-profit

organizations such as United Way of Southwest Michigan, Boys and Girls Club, Big Brothers Big
Sisters, Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, Harbor Habitat, 4-H and many others.

• Improved accessibility to the community thanks to the completion of US 31.

And much more.....



We are a Community
on the Rise
Michigan’s Great Southwest has been making it onto some
pretty impressive lists lately...

• Money Magazine's Top 10 list for communities with the shortest commute
(our average is just 13 minutes!).

• Money Magazine’s  rated St. Joseph as one of the best communities to
retire to,

• Parent’s Magazine's Top 10 list for best family beaches (Silver Beach).

•Detroit Free Press names St. Joseph most romantic city in Michigan.

•Inc. Magazine ranked us as one of the top 270 Communities to Do Business
(a business friendly environment awaits you).

• Golf Digest ranked the Benton Harbor MSA #18  (out of 330) to live and golf on its “Best in
America” list (celebrating one of the area's most beautiful natural and recreational amenities,
our many golf courses!).

• Fine Living Channel voted St. Joseph as one of the top ten perfect summer getaways.

Join us now...so you can be a part of the

exciting future in Michigan’s Great Southwest.
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To learn more regarding our
community successes.....

Check out the following:
• www.heraldpalladium.com—The local daily newspaper focusing on the
Michigan’s Great Southwest community.

• Check out the weekly Moody on the Market column featured in
MailMax, mailed to homes on Saturday’s.

• Websites for other local media venues include: www.wsjm.com,
www.wndu.com, and www.wsbt.com.
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Key Projects....
that have had a significant impact on the community.

Located in Benton Charter Township, once
underutilized land the Elisha Gray Enter-
prise Park is now home to several businesses
and a very diverse housing subdivision.

The Edgewater Development site is a 422-acre
area. The Edgewater Development Plan site is a
cooperative project between the City of St. Joseph, the
City of Benton Harbor, Whirlpool Corporation, and
Cornerstone Alliance. The area has been
redeveloped to include business and housing.

Before After

A Before
and After

Look
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A Before
and After

Look

Significant work was done to acquire deteriorated properties, remove them, and construct a new
location for Atlantic Automotive Components. Ox Creek was even rerouted as a part of the
project all in a 6-month timeframe.

Abandoned buildings were demolished in the City Center area of downtown Benton Harbor to
make way for future development. The land has been turned into a park area. A free annual
outdoor concert is held in the space each year. Today, the park is named in honor of former City
Manager Dwight P. Mitchell. The official name is the Dwight P. Mitchell City Center Park.

Many improvements have taken place along Main Street Benton Harbor including the location of
Whirlpool Corporation, the creation of a professional corner, rehabilitation of older facilities, and much more.
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The display of 53 carousel horses on the streets of St. Joseph during
the summer of 2004 was very successful and popular with visitors
and residents alike.  After wintering inside city stores and businesses,
the horses reappeared in the summer of 2005 on city streets where
visitors of all ages continued to enjoy them.  These painted horses
were reminiscent of the carousel horses which were part of the
Silver Beach Amusement Park from 1910 until it closed in 1971.
Since then, Beach Bears, Hot Cars, Snowmen and Boats have been
displayed.

 Stop into the Welcome Center in downtown St. Joseph to learn more about the project. St.
Joseph Today is an organization dedicated to enhancing the image and  recognition of the

area. They work to encourage and assist business and tourism development in the City of St.
Joseph. They are dedicated to businesses, residents and interested friends of the area. They
operate a year-round Welcome Center that provides guests of the community a central location
to learn more of the activities taking place, bike rental, public restrooms and much more.

Events Held Throughout the Year

to Draw Thousands to the Area
St. Joseph Today partners with area merchants and businesses several
times throughout the year to bring special events to the downtown.
Some of those events include: Ice Festival, Easter Egg Hunt, Chalk the
Block, Antiques on the Bluff, Farmers Market, Brown Bag Concerts
at the Band Shell, Harvest Festival, Luminary Festival, Reindog
Parade, Memorial Day Parade, Tri-State Regetta Party as well as others.
To learn more log onto www.sjtoday.org.

The Benton Harbor Arts District
It began with a dream... then another dream. Several area residents have collected together to
jumpstart downtown development in Benton Harbor and have created a wonderful art experi-
ence. From galleries to restaurants to shops - you won’t want to pass through this area without
taking a look.

The area is home to Galleria del Corazon, Citadel Dance Center, studio of renown
sculptor Richard Hunt and the Water Street Glassworks, whose lead instructor, Jerry
Catania, learned glassblowing under Dale Chihuly.

The Benton Harbor Arts District provides exciting Gallery Openings, Festivals, Music,
Poetry, and Art Hop & Shops. There’s a simple and comprehensive way to find out
what’s going on...log unto www.newterritoryarts.org.



Michigan’s Great Southwest®   into the business of lifeSM

Community

Information

CORNERSOTNE ALLIANCE—PAGE  6

An Eye on
the Future



Michigan’s Great Southwest®   into the business of lifeSM

Community

Information

CORNERSTONE ALLIANCE—PAGE 7

An Eye on
the Future



Michigan’s Great Southwest®   into the business of lifeSM

Community

Information

CORNERSTONE ALLIANCE—PAGE  8

An Eye on
the Future



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for high quality pre-press printing. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later. These settings require font embedding.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


